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St. Patrick’s Day for Snowbirds  

11th Annual Chili Feed and Silent Auction11th Annual Chili Feed and Silent Auction11th Annual Chili Feed and Silent Auction11th Annual Chili Feed and Silent Auction    

On October 18th the AAAA Theatre will be 
dressed in green for the 2nd annual St. 
Patrick’s Day for Snowbirds variety show. 
The program begins at 7:00 p.m.   

Performers will be "Skilly and Duff" 
featuring Mikko Cowdery, Bruce Kelly, and 
Anne O'Flynn as well as Chuck and Michelle 
Wencl, Patty Kakac, Terry Kennedy, "Fiddle 
and Squeeze"  Sami Steidl, and Brett 
Cowdery.   

We'll also have an authentic highland 
piper at the Alex show.  

There will also be a show on Friday, 
October 17th in Glenwood. Showtimes are 
7:30 p.m. in each venue and tickets are $15 
available at the AAAA box office at 762-8300 

and the Central Square box office at 643- 
0400. 

The first St. Patrick’s Day show was 
performed as a benefit for the AAAA   
Theatre.  Popularity has increased over its 
short history and this past year it was  
necessary to add a second performance. 

$15 general admission tickets are 
available in advance at the AAAA Theatre, 
United Way office or from board members.   

Reserved Seating will be offered this year.  
Tickets can also be purchased at the door 
(cash) on the night of the show.  Doors will 
open at 6:30 p.m.   

Proceeds from the concert support health 
and human service  programs benefiting 
local residents.   

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. 

LIVE UNITEDTM  

The United Way of Douglas & Pope 
Counties invites you to enter your favorite 
chili in our 11th Annual Chili Feed and  
Silent Auction. The theme this year is 
“Chili International,”  participants are en-
couraged to dress up and have some fun! 

In 2007, we had 34 entrants and over 
750 visitors enjoying chili and bidding on 
auction items. We raised $9,000 from the 
event. This money supports local health 
and human service agencies serving those 
who need it most in our community.  

The event will be held at the Broadway 
Ballroom, 115 30th Ave E in Alexandria on 
Tuesday, October 14th from 11:00 am to 
2:00 pm.  

Tickets for the event are $5.00 for 
adults and $3.00 for children. They can be 
purchased in advance at the United Way 
of Douglas & Pope Counties or at the 
Broadway Ballroom on the day of the 
event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information or to obtain 

a registration form, call the United Way 
of Douglas & Pope Counties at 763-4840 
or e-mail united-3@rea-alp.com. Check 
out our website at www.uwdp.org for 
additional information. 

Submit registration forms by October 
3rd. Registrations are being taken on a 
“first come, first served” basis so don’t 
hesitate! 

Come on out and help us make this 
year’s event even better than the last! 

Activities & Events Activities & Events Activities & Events Activities & Events 
CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar    

    

    

 

United Way Chili Feed and United Way Chili Feed and United Way Chili Feed and United Way Chili Feed and 
Silent AuctionSilent AuctionSilent AuctionSilent Auction 

Tuesday, October 14th 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Broadway Ballroom 
 

United Way Coat DistributionUnited Way Coat DistributionUnited Way Coat DistributionUnited Way Coat Distribution    
Douglas County: 

Thursday, October 16th 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
St. Mary’s School Gym 

 
Pope County: 
 Thursday, October 30th 
 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 Monday, November 3rd 
 8:oo a.m. to 3:00p.m. 
 Minnewaska Area 
 Elementary School 
    
St. Patrick’s Day for SnowbirdsSt. Patrick’s Day for SnowbirdsSt. Patrick’s Day for SnowbirdsSt. Patrick’s Day for Snowbirds    

Friday, October 17th 
7:00 p.m. 
Central Square - Glenwood 
Saturday, October 18th 
7:00 p.m.  
AAAA Theatre - Alexandria 
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      Right before kids climbed back on the school bus, the United Way 
Community Impact Coalition and the Alexandria Jaycees teamed up to 
serve families in need in our area.  
     The Project Community Connect event, held on Aug. 26 at the Viking 
Plaza Mall, was a new collaborative effort of consumers, business, non-
profit community and individual volunteers that aimed to connect  
individuals and families with the services they need to achieve self-
sufficiency.    
                    The “Stuff the Bus” event delivered over 400 backpacks loaded with 
school supplies to Douglas County children in need. The event also 
connected over 200 individuals with one of 23 area agencies and  
organizations providing critical services. The success of the event was 
made possible with the help of generous community members who 
donated supplies and volunteered their time. 

      If you missed this year’s “Stuff the Bus” event, and are still struggling with the costs of back-to-school shopping, there 
is another opportunity for you to get help. If you kept your receipts, you may qualify for a K-12 education credit or  
subtraction on your 2008 Minnesota income tax return.  
     A $37,500 income limit is set for families with one or two children, but the limit increases for each additional child. Up 
to 75 percent of the money spent on many school-related purchases will be refunded to you when you file taxes. That could 
mean a tax credit of up to $1,000 per child. In addition, any family with children in K-12 school, regardless of income, can 
claim state tax subtractions for education expenses. Even purchases like a musical instrument or computers are eligible 
expenses. Visit the Minnesota Department of Revenue online for more information by going to www.taxes.state.mn.us.  

Area Families Get Help With BackArea Families Get Help With BackArea Families Get Help With BackArea Families Get Help With Back----totototo----School CostsSchool CostsSchool CostsSchool Costs    

Douglas County Salvation Army Lets Kids Be KidsDouglas County Salvation Army Lets Kids Be KidsDouglas County Salvation Army Lets Kids Be KidsDouglas County Salvation Army Lets Kids Be Kids    
     Another summer has come and gone and kids are 
back in school.   The Douglas County Salvation Army 
sent kids to both the youth and teen camp this summer.  
The Salvation Army Northwoods Camp is located near 
Finlayson Minnesota on a 205 acre wilderness site that 
provides space to roam, fish, canoe, archery, swim, 
horseback riding and other group activities.     
     We would hope that all donors see the value of kids 
having a camping experience. While most parents 
would like to send their kids to camp, financially they 
cannot.  Parents that have incomes below the poverty 
level struggle to provide the day to day needs of their 
families.  Kids feel the anxiety of not enough income for 
anything extra, and so a week at camp lets them be kids 
with not a care in the world except “let’s have fun”.    
     The Salvation Army is not all about having fun.  The  
Salvation Army responds to emergencies and fills gaps 
when government agencies, churches and others are 
unable to.  
     In this year of high energy costs many people who 
have never had a need to call the Salvation Army are in 
need of help to keep gas in their car to get to work and 
assistance with past due utility bills as well as food. 
     For some, budgeting is difficult to manage, however 
for the majority of people requesting help, the primary 
problem is their pay scale, hours cut at work, lay offs 
and unexpected medical bills.  Of the 1,566 people 
served in fiscal year 2006-2007, 80% were working.  

     As I write this article, winter is approaching and families are 
trying desperately to get their utility bills paid so they have 
electric and heat this winter.  Unfortunately, children feel the 
stress as families struggle to make choices between food, 
rent, utilities, medical needs and gas to get to work. 
     The United Way’s funding support, the Red Kettle Campaign 
and generous individuals help meet individuals and families 
emergencies and without the funding, we need to ask; if not 
our community who will?  As government funds are cut, non-
profits are asked to do more.  The Douglas County Salvation 
Army partners with other charities to find solutions to the  
crisis and supports other community organizations efforts for 
specific projects throughout the year.   
    Submitted by Jenny Hevern 



    Make plans now to participate in the 
2005 Annual  chili Kick-off.  Event is set for 
September 27 from 11:00 am to 1;30 pm. 
at the new “Broadway Ballroom.” 

   The theme this year is “Wild West.”   
What fun it will be to decorate and dress 
up with the theme.    

   Marsha Gae Schmitt is again heading up 
the festivities.       

   Last year there were 32 entries in the  
Chili Cook-off with Unicel having the 
winning display.  They had so much fun 
cheering their Unicel team on to a win.   

   Entry divisions are as follows:  

· Commercial Division 

· Open Division 

· Hottest Chili 

· Most Unusual  

· Best Display  
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Honoring Friends and Honoring Friends and Honoring Friends and Honoring Friends and 
Family with Special Gifts Family with Special Gifts Family with Special Gifts Family with Special Gifts     
Memorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial Gifts    

Some things do last forever. By 
making a memorial gift you can honor a 
special friend or loved one even after 
they are gone.  Their community was 
important to them.  By giving to United 
Way of Douglas & Pope Counties, you 
honor them by    supporting people who 
need it most in their home community.  
Memorial Gifts to the United Way are 
listed in our monthly newsletter.  

 

Gifts Honoring Special Person or EventGifts Honoring Special Person or EventGifts Honoring Special Person or EventGifts Honoring Special Person or Event    
Honor special events like a birthday, 

wedding anniversary, or retirement with 
a gift that continues to give by helping    
others. This is a great idea for that “hard 
to buy for” person!  These will also be 
listed in our newsletter.  

 

Leave a Legacy Leave a Legacy Leave a Legacy Leave a Legacy ---- Planned Gift Planned Gift Planned Gift Planned Gift    
A Planned Gift can take many forms. It 

can be as basic as designating United 
Way as a beneficiary in a will or life 
insurance policy. It can also be more 
complex, such as designating funds from 
a trust account.  Often times, there can 
be significant tax advantages as well, 
depending on the  asset donated. An 
experienced financial planner or tax  
advisor can play a valuable role in 
determining the most appropriate plan.  

Please contact our office at 763-4840 
for additional information. 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
September 17September 17September 17September 17    

Alexandria Senior Center’s Fall Salad  
Luncheon 

· 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
October 14October 14October 14October 14    
                United Way Chili Feed and Silent Auction  

· Broadway Ballroom in Alexandria  
· 11:00 am to 2:00 pm    

October 14October 14October 14October 14    
Domestic Violence Awareness Walk     
October 16October 16October 16October 16    

United Way Coat Distribution 
October 18October 18October 18October 18    

St. Patrick’s Day for Snowbirds 
· AAAA Theatre 
· 7:00 pm 

Alexandria Literacy ProjectAlexandria Literacy ProjectAlexandria Literacy ProjectAlexandria Literacy Project    

obtaining jobs or promotions. 
The literacy program offers free, 

confidential one-to-one or small group 
basic skills and English as a second 
language tutoring to adults through a 
network of trained volunteer tutors. 
Volunteers also staff the Project’s drop–
in computer/learning circle nights held 
for adult learners.   

Peer tutors have been trained to assist 
other learners in a classroom or one-to-
one setting.  Some Alexandria Literacy 
Project tutors have been trained as Adult 
Basic Education (ABE) classroom literacy 
volunteers, and they have been assisting 
several ABE learners in a classroom    
setting.   

There is no fee for tutoring services. 
Learners are asked to pay for their books 
when possible. Cab transportation 
within Alexandria and transportation on  
Rainbow Rider is provided for learners 
without any other means of getting to 
the learning center. 

For more information or to participate 
in the Alexandria Literacy Project, visit 
them at 817 Fillmore Street or contact 
Sandy Shroepfer at (320) 762-0627 or  
sschroep@alexandr ia .k12.mn.us . 
Helping someone learn to read or write 
is a powerful way to change a life for the  
better. 

Although literacy doesn’t always receive 
the star treatment of other causes, it is 
integral to the well-being of healthy  
communities. A literate public is the  
foundation for alleviating many other  
social concerns.  
Consider the words of  Kofi Annan, former 
UN Secretary General: “Experience and 
research show that literacy can be a major 
tool for eradicating poverty, enlarging 
employment opportunities, advancing 
gender equality, improving family health, 
protecting the environment and promoting 
democratic participation.”  

When individuals have the ability to read 
and write, learn and express ideas, find 
and send information, whole new  
dimensions of possibility open to them.  

The Alexandria Literacy Project is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
improving literacy throughout Douglas 
County.  Adult illiteracy limits the 
economic self-sufficiency of many 
individuals, as well as families in Douglas 
County and threatens the literacy 
development of children.  
    The Alexandria Literacy Project assists 
adults with functional literacy so that they 
can become productive, responsible and 
self sufficient citizens, workers and family 
members, enabling them to make a  
positive contribution to the community.    

The goals of the Alexandria Literacy  
Project include serving an increased  
number of adult learners, recruiting and 
training new Basic Literacy and English as 
a second language tutors, and helping  
learners set and achieve realistic goals. 

Some examples of learner goals include 
becoming proficient readers, obtaining a 
driver’s license, finishing high school or 
obtaining a GED, completing American  
citizenship tests, improving job skills, or  

Employee Spotlight 
����� United Way of  
Douglas & Pope  
Counties Board of  
Directors is pleased to 
announce the addition 
of Corliss Stark to the 
staff as Special Events 
and Volunteer 
Coordinator.  Her 
duties will include 
working with the Executive Director and 
Community Impact Director in all aspects 
of the organization, coordinating special 
events and volunteers. 
 

     Corliss brings her enthusiasm for both 
the United Way and the community. She 
served as the 2005 Campaign Chair and 
has been active in many community  
service events and organizations. Her 
knowledge of the United Way will be a 
great asset as she looks forward to  
growing the United Way, its resources 
and reaching out to those who need the 
services of United Way-funded programs. 
     Corliss will be joining the United Way 
Staff starting September 22, 2008. 



UCAN (United Communities Advocating Non-
Violence) 

The Village Family Service Center 

Windmill Project-Douglas & Pope Counties 
WINGS Child Abuse, PLUS Kids, & Transitional 
Housing 

2008/09 United Way Partner Agencies and Programs2008/09 United Way Partner Agencies and Programs2008/09 United Way Partner Agencies and Programs2008/09 United Way Partner Agencies and Programs    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement    
Mobilizing Douglas and Pope County resources to create  

sustained changes in community conditions to improve lives.    

United Way of Douglas& Pope CountiesUnited Way of Douglas& Pope CountiesUnited Way of Douglas& Pope CountiesUnited Way of Douglas& Pope Counties    
PO Box 1148 

115 3rd Ave W, Ste 4 
Alexandria MN 56308 

Phone/Fax: 320-763-4840 
    

Website: www.uwdp.orgWebsite: www.uwdp.orgWebsite: www.uwdp.orgWebsite: www.uwdp.org    
Email: unitedw@rea-alp.com 

Linda Roles: Executive Director 
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211 - First Call 
Alexandria Family School 

Alexandria Literacy Project 

Alexandria Senior Center 

Boy Scouts, Northern Lights Council 
Douglas & Pope County 

Brandon, Evansville, Ashby ECFE 

Catholic Charities-Caritas Family 
Services & Foster Grandparents 

Club 1 

Confidence Learning Center 

Douglas County Jail-Anger 
Management & Inmate Transition 
Programs  

Elder Network 

Girl Scouts, MN & WI Lakes & Pines 

Lakes & Prairies Community 
Childcare Resource & Referral 

Lakes Area Recreation-Scholarship Program 
& The Zone 

Legal Services of NW Minnesota 

Lutheran Social Service -Douglas & Pope 
Counties 
 

Minnewaska Area ECFE/School Readiness 

Miracle Horse Riders 
 

North Country Food Bank-Douglas & Pope 
Counties 
Pope County Family Collaborative 

Salvation Army-Douglas & Pope Counties 

School District #206-Community Education & 
Middle School at Risk 

Someplace Safe-Douglas & Pope Counties 

TePPAC (Teen Pregnancy Prevention Action 
Council) 

Teen Court - Douglas County 

 

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors 
Board President:Board President:Board President:Board President:    Lisa DeKrey Tastefully Simple 

Vice President:Vice President:Vice President:Vice President:    Don Kleine Douglas County Resident 

Secretary:Secretary:Secretary:Secretary:    Trudy Blanshan KIKV/Cool 94.3 

Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:    Carol Juul Bremer Bank, Alexandria 

Board Members:Board Members:Board Members:Board Members:    Susan Boerhave Viking Savings Association 

    Dale Erickson Henry’s Foods 

    Bill Finley Unicel 

    David Gray Douglas County Hospital 

    Jennifer Haugen Pope County 

    Marc Illies Alexandria Extrusion 

    Terry Kennedy Retired Surgeon 

    David Kent 3M 

    Sheila Marciniak American Family Insurance 

    Tom Peterman Douglas Machine, Inc. 

    Terry Quist School District #206 

    Chris Schroeder Merrill Lynch 

    John Wosepka Douglas County 

Community Impact Programs:Community Impact Programs:Community Impact Programs:Community Impact Programs:    

· Free Tax Clinics 

· Coat Distribution 

· Stuff the Bus  
·  (School Supplies) 
 

· Back Pack Attack  
       (Pilot program providing food over the     
         weekend for children in Pope  county) 
 

 

United Way Partners with agencies and 
utilizes volunteers to address unmet needs In 
our local communities  

 

Campaign CabinetCampaign CabinetCampaign CabinetCampaign Cabinet 
Campaign Chair: Campaign Chair: Campaign Chair: Campaign Chair:     Don Kleine Douglas County Resident 

Leadership in Giving:Leadership in Giving:Leadership in Giving:Leadership in Giving:    Terry Kennedy Retired Surgeon 
    Pat Kennedy  

Annual Golf Classic:Annual Golf Classic:Annual Golf Classic:Annual Golf Classic:    Dale Erickson Henry’s Foods, Inc. 

Chili Feed:Chili Feed:Chili Feed:Chili Feed:    Marcia Gae Schmitt 
Cindy Zacher 

Brophy Bay, Inc. 
Zacher Excavating 

Silent Auction:Silent Auction:Silent Auction:Silent Auction:    Kelly Janssen Glenwood State Bank 

United Way StaffUnited Way StaffUnited Way StaffUnited Way Staff 
Linda Roles Executive Director 

Jessica Boyer Community Impact Director 

Randy Bredeson Technology & Financial Assistant 

Corliss Stark Special Events & Volunteer Coordinator 

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. 

LIVE UNITEDTM  


